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Welcome! to Hiroshima SERC

John Doty

Bruce Fink Jeff Deer Steve Dyer Bill Bow
and Laura and Karen and Tina and Junko and Kathy
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Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, at this 2,690th
regular meeting today, we would like to thank and
Fink and 9
honorable guests from the Pearl Harbor Rotary Club. I

welcome again the president Mr.

do believe that we have already fostered deeper friend
relationships by sharing 4 pleasant days since the
arrival in the evening of April 5th..

The two Rotary Clubs have been -carrying out
activities together for goodwill and peace in the world
over the last 35 years, through mutual visits, after the
sister club affiliation was formed in September 1982
between the President Mr. Bob Deibler of Pearl
Harbor Rotary Club and the President Mr. Hiromichi
Hirotani of Hiroshima Southeast Rotary Club. During
the 35year history, the two great presidents passed
away, the second generation members took over their
inherit this
relationship to the next younger generation.

will, and now we are required to
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We, the two Rotary clubs, have overcome the sad
history in the two cities which has rather encouraged
us to work together for the world peace in the future
and we would like to maintain the great friendship
continuously. I sincerely wish that this visit of Pearl
Harbor Rotary Club will be helpful for it.

Today we have dedicated flowers to the Atomic
Bomb Cenotaph and planted memorial trees there in
this morning, we plan to pay a courtesy visit to the
Mayor of Hiroshima this afternoon and the farewell
party will be held in this evening. Upon your return,
in addition to your impressions of Hiroshima, please
convey the message to the members of the Pearl
Harbor Rotary Club that, all of the
Hiroshima Southeast Rotary Club wish good health
for all of you.

Thank you very much for your visit and ceaseless
cooperation.

members
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Aloha and Good Afternoon ( Kon'nichiwa)
Distinguished guests, fellow Rotarians, ladies and
gentlemen . . . I would like to thank you from the
bottom or our hearts for the warm and heartfelt
welcome you have given us.
to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the sister club
relationship between the Rotary Clubs of Hiroshima
Tonan and Pearl Harbor with this visit.

I would especially like to thank: President Masaki
Ito, Past President Mr. Nishikiori, along with all the
members of the Rotary Club of Hiroshima Tonan for
your hospitality to us over the past several days. 1
know it is the unique Rotary spirit that encourages
this unselfish hospitality.

The last time I spoke to this group in Hiroshima was
on 31 March 2003. It was 15 years ago. I spoke
as the Vice President on behalf of President Bill Bow,
who is here this year with his wife Kathy. When I

It is indeed a pleasure

spoke in 2003 it was for the 20th Anniversary
meeting of our two clubs.

In attendance were distinguished guests:

From Rotary Clubs of Hiroshima: Past District
Governor Nitta, President Nishikiori, President Elect
Hino, Past President Toyoshima, and Mrs. Hirotani
From Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor: Past District
Governor Deibler

Many of these people who formed the initial bonds of
friendship between our two clubs are no longer
physically present with us. However, their spirit
remains strong with us.

In their honor I would like to talk for a few minutes
about what the Rotary spirit means to me, and why
this visit is so very special, using these three words:
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Friendship, Reunion, and Peace

Friendship — the third part of the Rotary Four-Way
Test is, “Will it build goodwill and better
friendships?” Thirty-five years ago men in
Hiroshima and Pearl Harbor took those words
seriously. This Rotary sister club relationship started
because men of both clubs were ready to forgive the
past and work to develop goodwill and better
friendships.

That does not mean we forget the past, since in both
locations — Hiroshima and Pearl Harbor - there are
reminders of our history.  However, great men
instilled with the Rotary spirit, decided to move
beyond history and establish a relationship based in
friendship.

Over the course of thirty-five years that friendship has
bloomed just like the cherry blossoms we saw
throughout our visit. It is truly a beautiful sight to
enjoy in person. You have heard about some of the
people who started the friendship between the two
clubs - most of those people are no longer with us.
However, it is friendship, established in and through
the Rotary spirit, which continues to thrive.

Reunion — this friendship has been sustained by
reunions over the years. [ have been involved in
these reunions for only 20 of the 35 years of the
relationship, but I see the great joy and camaraderie
that accompanies these visits.

One reason | know the importance of reunion is an
experience [ had in your country. [ was born in
Japan at Sagami Hara ( Camp Zama) near Tokyo.
When 1 returned to Japan to serve with the U.S.
military 1989-1992, a gentleman in the Japanese Air
Self Defense Force, General Mamoru Sato, said he
would help to find the housekeeper who helped my
family when I was born.  General Sato did not have
immediate success, but finally found Teruyosan and
arranged for us to meet again after more than 30
years.

Our reunion was joyful and filled with story-telling,
just as the reunions experienced by our two Rotary
clubs. This week we return to Misawa in Aomori-ken
to reunite with people we knew there 25 years ago.

In much the same way our sister club reunions
unequivocally sustain the friendship that was started
twenty years ago.

Peace — during this time of uncertainty and unrest in
our world, I am encouraged to be a part of an
organization that promotes peace.

As you know, Rotary International is an organization
of business and professional leaders united worldwide
who provide humanitarian service, encourage high
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build
goodwill and peace in the world. It's made up of
more than 33,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries
and geographical areas.

ZO=2ODE¥ELIL. RIE. B&. ZLTEMTT,
FPRECT. =%V —n I WoDFT & ]
OD=ZFH. Thix THEBELEAEZHRED D
M2 T, 3[54FF, EEE/N—NL =N
— DA NR— IO ELERICEY BT
FLE, LT —% U — itk H#EN
BT, M7 T 702 N—03 %% LILIT
BELRIEZEFEDLNLLEL ERNohb 2%
EHLE LA,
IHIEFRLCBEEENEDLZFEERT LI HLDOT
TH0 FHA, MR BIE, IR L /N—Lon—
—DOWTHNDOGFTICEH, WmEORELRZ B =+
H5HLbDONEFELMNHTT, LrL, v—% U —Fph
W BRI A N—FE T, HLWEREZED
oz CRFBABREES EE2RLLEZOTT,
SREFENGFNLTREZBED LI, TDOK
BIE S FIChbEVRERITTCVEST, Th
TR b0 Lo TEREUDIEFEOHK D EL
WHETT, MOEBERLICAYD TN, 20
KIFBEBRERER N2 DB EDOFITEICT
Ko TWVWETRH, va—F U —fimziEL
THEIRRTEREIT., A TbHbERXLET T
WEd,

ZTLTCES, REEIMECLEY B2 %
. ZORBEESTFORITCRELE, D 35
EF TN ZOF2OBESICE TN 0L
20 T TTN, RITHFET D HEICKE
REOCERKEERMTEIHEKE LI,
HETHOHEOEREEEZRN N> TWDHOE, T
OHARTORBEND TH, R H AT RS O FH AR
RIichdrEMxy 7 TAEENFELE, £LT
FL2Y 1989 4E D 1992 fRICHE R KEICEHE T D
ZBIUICHAARIZRE - TR, BAROHMZEABKED
VEFESFREFEN, AN AEF NI OZEBKED %
BT NTEFEBRE RO 20 % T o &
MLHTPFEWELE, <IZIEAS»Y %
ANTLER, DWIZHBREIALES O FBUm S A
ZROTFTTEFEY 30 L EORERTHSZE
BHBLTTFEIWE LR,
COBMOBESIZ, 2 o000 —F Y —27 5T D
ZTNERUIIIC, WBXHBLWM bR L
WbHboOTLEE, A, REZEEEFHFHRERDO =R
IR 25 FERkRoMmALEFELET, AL XL
I, FAIZ L o T 20 FHID DR Y T
TOBRBESEIKEE LMD X2 TWET,
FLTCHRBIZCEMTT, ZTORMEHEMELR
oMo izh o> T, RIFFERERiET D
ko — Bl 00w EDLDDODENLE - T
WE 9,

SHELCo@mEy, EEe—X%U —3 AEE(H
ZITW, AToBECBWWTE WHEH %
THEIL, A OB E L TFMAE L, HRW
CHEENFEYRR - —F —7F 17 <
v g s U —F — DM T., 200 2 #E Z
LIESCHEET 3 5 3,000 ZBz 50 —41 —
I TV ERSINLTWET,

-
—
-

—

1. EEMESD 2. AARIZAEN 3. BRERFBERDOID 4. AABDEDITHEEZNES M

3/8



THE ROTARY CLUB OF HIROSHIMA SOUTHEAST 2018.4.9 No.2690

The members of these autonomous clubs are called
Rotarians, and they form a global network of 1.2
all
volunteering their time and talents to serve their

million business and professional leaders,
communities and the world.
The Rotary Clubs of Hiroshima Tonan and Pearl
Harbor are two clubs united as sister clubs and are
both part of an organization that accomplishes great
projects to bring about world peace.
For over one hundred years, Rotary International has
been a force for good in the world and can be very
proud of our role in making the world a better place.
For thirty-five of those one hundred and thirteen
years the Rotary Clubs of Hiroshima Tonan and Pearl
Harbor have been sister clubs in Friendship, Reunion,
and Peace.
In my talk in 2003 I said: “ My hope and earnest
desire is that twenty years from now, this relationship
will be even stronger and better than today; and the
Rotary spirit will live on, with a new generation
committed to Friendship, Reunion, and Peace”
Here is an article published in the December 2009
Rotarian (6 years later) telling our story for the
world to know.
We are still going strong 15 years later, and I hope it
is not as long before we return to visit you again.
In that spirit we invite the Rotary Club of Hiroshima
Tonan to return to visit the Rotary Club of Pearl
Harbor at a time of mutual agreement.
“ 1 propose a toast to
commemorate the first thirty-five years of friendship
between the Rotary Clubs of Hiroshima Tonan and

I would like to propose a toast
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